PREFACE
ALTHOUGH THIS SHORT book is to some extent based on
lectures given to audiences of teachers and 'education-
ists/ I hope it may interest others besides those directly
concerned with education. Its object is simply to stimulate
thought and discussion rather than to convey information,
and if anyone, whether a teacher or not, is led by reading
it to think more critically and read more deeply about the
great opportunities and the no less real dangers that lie
before English education, that object will have been fully
realized.
In a book of this size it would be out of place to make
acknowledgment of the many sources upon which I
have drawn. My debt to the writings of, for example,
Professor Werner Jaeger and Sir Richard Livingstone will
be obvious enough. But greater even than this is the
obligation which I owe to the many colleagues and
friends with whom I have discussed the problems of
culture and education. In particular-I must express my
deepest thanks to my friend and former headmaster,
Canon Spencer Leeson. Though there is probably much
here with which he will disagree, he bears some respon-
sibility for it, in the sense that he was never too busy to
try to help a junior member of his staff to understand the
structure and purpose of education, and above all its
relation to first principles. Finally, the dedication of this
book to my wife is more than a formal gesture: it is the
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